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Agreements Between Principals and Assistants 


ELATIONSHIPS between employer and 

employed are, by their very nature, prone to 

difficulty and misunderstanding; and a delicate 
factor is introduced when the parties are both mem- 
bers of a learned profession. The problems arising 
from the relationship between the principal and his 
assistant or assistants in a veterinary practice go back 
into history; but within recent years, due, perhaps, 
to the increasing pressures of economic circumstances, 
such problems have grown in number and have 
attracted the attention of the councils of the British 
Veterinary Association and of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. In the Annual Report of the 
latter body for 1955 the subject was specifically 
referred to, and at the same time it was suggested to 
the B.V.A. that it might, with value to the whole 
profession, draft and publish a model form of agree- 
ment as between principal and assistant. It is this 
model which we publish on page 152 of this week’s 
issue of THE VETERINARY RECORD, together with 
explanatory and commentative notes suggested during 
discussion with the’ Association’s solicitors. The 
Royal College has been invited to comment upon 
this model agreement, and has found it to fulfil its 
intended function admirably. 

What is of primary importance to both principals 
and assistants is that they should enter into legal 
agreements, and not into ‘‘ gentlemen’s ’’ agreements. 
It needs to be stated that the ethical jurisdiction of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is not, and 
was never intended to be, an alternative to formal 
contract. We understand that, not infrequently, vet- 
erinary surgeons approach the Royal College with 
the complaint that a principal or an assistant, as the 
case may be, has taken such and such an action 
which, in the view of the complainant, is contrary to 
what is reasonable or just. Unless an actual breach 
of professional etiquette has occurred, though the 
Royal College can, and does, offer advice, it is not 
empowered to settle the dispute by pronouncing a 
judgment. 

There are two matters, which experience has 
shown may be productive of difficulty, which do not 
properly fall within the terms of a model agreement 
because they do not always arise. They are assistant- 
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ships with a view to partnership, and bonus schemes. 
In this connexion we quote from the 1955 Annual 
Report of the Royal College : — 


Assistantship with View to Partnership. Prin- 
cipals should be particularly careful in writing letters 
to prospective assistants when the letter holds out a 
promise of, or implies the possibility of, a partnership. 
Failure on the part of principals to make this ques- 
tion quite clear in writing beforehand has been found 
to be one of the main causes of discontent among the 
younger members of the profession. It is, however, 
equally the assistant’s task to make sure that this 
term of his employment is quite clear to him and set 
out in any agreement. 


Bonus and Percentage Schemes. Where a principal 
has offered an assistant, in addition to his salary, a 
bonus or a percentage of profits, it is desirable, in 
the interests of both parties, that the arrangement 
should be clearly understood and expressed in writing. 


It will be noted that in both these quotations the 
importance of a written agreement is either stated 
or implied, and it is strongly advised that all such 
agreements should have the approval of each party’s 
solicitor. 

It is possible that some veterinary surgeons may 
find the whole idea of formal agreement accorfpanied 
by legal advice contrary to their ideals of professional 
camaraderie. For them our small profession is a 
brotherhood in which personal integrity and the will- 
ing acceptance of a common bond need be the only 
factors governing relationships within a practice. That 
is the doctrine of perfection; but human experience 
suggests that ethical principles should cement, they 
cannot replace, properly drawn, mutually understood, 
and mutually agreed undertakings. 

The model agreement which appears on page 152 
and the notes which accompany it are the fruit of 
many hours’ work on the part of one of the Associa- 
tion’s standing committees, of the Officers, and of 
the Royal College. It is to be hoped that, with 
modifications to suit particular conditions; it will be 
widely adopted, and may prove of value to mature 
practitioners and to younger veterinarians who assist 
them. 
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¥ at Further Case of Aortic Thrombosis in the Cat 


| 


JOAN O. JOSHUA 
Finchley 





O reinforce Freak’s contention that aortic throm- 

bosis in the cat is unrecognised rather than 

uncommon, the following case is described to 
augment the clinical data so far provided. Four 
other cases are mentioned in which retrospective 
diagnosis has been possible. 

Subject, White cat, six to seven years old, cas- 
trated male, deaf. The cat was presented on June 
18th, 1956, with the history that it had been found 
that morning unable to use the hind legs and appar- 
ently in pain. The owner suspected an accident. 

Examination. Temperature 98° F. General atti- 
tude distressed. Some loss of use of hind legs, 
especially the left, with dropping of the hock sug- 
gestive of a damaged Achilles tendon. The muscular 
bellies of the gastrocnemii were hard and painful; 
the feet were cold and no femoral pulse was detected. 
There was slight pain in the renal area. 

Diagnosis. Aortic thrombosis. 

Prognosis. Fairly good as to recovery, guarded as 
to possibility of recurrence. 


Treatment 


The cat was admitted to hospital kennels and 
visited 48-hourly. Immediate treatment to combat 
shock was instituted, together with daily injections 
of hyaluronidase. 

The cat made a good recovery over a period of 
eight days, the use of the hind legs was regained but 
appetite remained poor. He was returned home and 
liver extract (Anahaemin B.D.H.) was given once 
weekly in an attempt to restore appetite. He was 
last seen on July roth when he appeared to have 
made a good recovery. 

On August 7th it was reported that the cat had 
had another attack. When first examined he was 
unable to jump on to a chair but the feet were merely 
cool and there was no muscle pain. 

He was kept under observation for about eight 
hours during which time he regained full use of his 
limbs. On August 13th euthanasia was requested by 
the owner as the cat’s appetite remained poor, he 
was losing weight over the hind quarters and there 
was increased desire for water. At this stage it was 
suggested that renal insufficiency was occurring due to 
infarction of the kidneys. 


Post-mortem Examination 


A clot about 1 cm. in length was found in the 
posterior aorta just anterior to its bifurcation. The 
psoas muscles were yellow and ischaemic. The 
muscles of the right hind limb were slightly wasted 
but otherwise normal; the left hind leg showed 
similar but more marked changes, the tibialis anterior 
muscle being completely atrophied, yellow, and hard. 


The left kidney showed a large area of infarction in 
its medial aspect; the right kidney had a small 
infarct on its lateral surface. 

The heart showed some hypertrophy, otherwise 
there were no findings of significance. 

The pathological report on the tibialis anterior 
muscle was as follows: — 

“Section of the portions of muscle from the 
anterior part of the thigh of the cat confirms the 
presence of degenerative changes. One large 
muscle bundle is almost totally necrotic, with com- 
plete absence of nuclear staining. At the edge is 
some spindle-cell tissue, which is partly fibrous, 
but not entirely so, which might indicate some 
regenerative change. In another part of the tissue, 
a few surviving muscle fibres, which may be 
degenerated, are embedded in fibrous tissue. 

‘‘ The changes are consistent with necrosis due 
to ischaemia having occurred, changes in accord 
with your diagnosis of aortic thrombosis, although 
no thrombosed vessels are seen. The different 
appearances in different parts of the section suggest 
that muscle ischaemia has occurred on more than 
one occasion.”’ 


Summary of Four Other Cases 


Four other cases which were almost certainly due 
to aortic or iliac thrombosis have been seen; two cases 
have been lost sight of, one was destroyed for other 
reasons and no post-mortem examination made, and 
a fourth was destroyed elsewhere, hence confirmation 
of the retrospective diagnosis is not possible. 

1. A three- to four-year-old castrated male cat 
(December, 1952). Unable to walk, hocks dropped, 
gastrocnemii hard, swollen, and painful. Tempera- 
ture 103° to 103.5° F. during acute phase. Spon- 
taneous recovery in five weeks. Not seen since. 

2. A 10-year-old castrated male cat (February, 
1953). Left hind leg only affected. Partial loss of 
use, hock dropped, gastrocnemius belly hard and 
painful. 

Spontaneous recovery in one week. Cat destroyed 
in April, 1955, for personal reasons, no recurrence 
of thrombosis; no post mortem carried out. Probably 
left iliac or femoral thrombosis only. 

3. Castrated male cat, age and date not recalled. 
Found collapsed and in a state of shock, accident 
virtually impossible. Temperature subnormal, body 
surface cold, respirations rapid, mucous membranes 
pallid. Treated for shock (nikethamide and warmth), 
no diagnosis offered. Recovery in 48 hours; cat not 
seen since. 


(Continued at foot of col. 1, facing page) 











THE VETERINARY RECORD February 23rd, 1957 


Transfusion Therapy in a “ Poor Risk” 
Surgery Case 
BY 
E. G. WOOD 


Edinburgh 


Subject and History 

A 10-year-old cross-bred Collie, which had been ill 
whilst on holiday and treated with unidentified tablets 
at an animal welfare clinic. 


Symptoms and Diagnosis 

The animal was very debilitated, and had a greatly 
enlarged abdomen and a vulval discharge. There 
had been no vomiting. The temperature was Ior° F., 
and the pulse 120 per minute. 

A diagnosis of “‘ open ’’ pyometra was made, and 
ovaro-hysterectomy advised. 


Technique of Operation 
The bitch weighed 36 lb. Anaesthesia was induced 
with 1 c.c. of 2.5 per cent. chlorpromazine hydro- 





A Further Case of Aortic Thrombosis in the Cat. 
—Concluded. 

4. Ejight-year-old castrated male Siamese cat 
(January, 1951). This case was seen once only as 
it was referred to the author for second opinion. The 
history was of two years duration, mainly of hind- 
leg weakness, from which, according to the owner, 
the cat had made a sudden and complete recovery 
four months after the original onset. The condition 
recurred six months later and there had since been 
no remission. The muscles of the hind limbs and 
abdomen were atrophied and flaccid; there was con- 
siderable locomotor ataxia. There also appeared to 
be some fore-limb weakness at the time of examina- 
tion. The case was thus not seen at the characteristic 
early stage but it seems likely, in view of the curious 
and complete remission, that this may well have been 
a case of aortic thrombosis; shifting of the contracted 
thrombus would possibly account for the apparent 
T¢ covery. 

Discussion 

Thanks to the excellent description of this condition 
given firstly by Holzworth et al. and secondly by 
Freak, it is now possible to recognise and diagnose 
with some exactness a condition of thrombosis in the 
cat. It seems likely that routine post-mortem 
examination of cats showing symptoms of sudden loss 
of blood supply to a limb or other part of the body 
would disclose a relatively nigh incidence of thrombus 
formation in this species and would serve to familiar- 
ise us with a condition which at present seems to 
many a trifle exotic in concept. 

Acknowledgment.—My thanks are due to Mr. E. 
Cotchin for the histopathological report. 


References 
Freak, M. J. (1956). Vet. Rec. 68. 816. 
Ho.zworth, J., Simpson, R., & Wincu, A. (1955). Cornell 
Vet. 45. 468. 7 
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chloride* intravenously, followed in five minutes by 
3.5 c.c. pentobarbitone sodiumf by the same route. 
This resulted in surgical anaesthesia with loss of pedal 
reflexes. 

The bitch was placed on the operating table and 
an intravenous “‘ drip ’’ of ‘‘ Intradex ’’ commenced 
at a slow rate (about 60 drops per minute). 

On opening the abdomen, a large cystic ovary, at 
first glance resembling the bladder, protruded through 
the incision. 

On exposure of the viscera anaesthesia lightened, 
so the needle of a light nylon syringe, containing 2 
c.c. of pentobarbitone sodium, was inserted into the 
rubber tubing of the transfusion apparatus, and a 
further 0.75 c.c. of the anaesthetic was administered. 
The syringe was left attached to the tubing so that 
more pentobarbitone sodium could be given if neces- 
sary. 


Results and Discussion 

The uterus and ovarian cyst weighed 5} lb., the 
cyst containing 36 oz. of fluid. 

The bitch made a normal recovery. 

Supportive transfusion therapy plays an important 
part in the successful surgical treatment of toxic or 
dehydrated animals, especially when surgical shock 
is increased by the removal of a large viscus, as in 
the above case. 

By using the technique described, it is a simple 
matter to control anaesthesia or give supplementary 
drugs through the transfusion apparatus. 


* Largactil. 
+ Nembutal. 
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A Note on Exophthalmos with Strabismus in Shorthorn Cattle 


J. R. HOLMES 
Veterinary Laboratory, University of Bristol 


G. B. YOUNG 
A.R.C. Animal Breeding Research Organisation, Edinburgh 





PROTRUSION of the eyeballs associated with 
an antero-medial rotation of the eye has been 
reported from California following inbreeding of 

Jersey cattle by Regan et al. (1944). Mating tests 
suggested that the condition was due to a recessive 
gene. The purpose of the present note is to draw 
attention to a similar defect in three British herds, 
two of pure Shorthorns, the other containing Short- 
horn blood. 


Clinical Features 

The defect generally does not manifest itself until 
the heifers are in calf and sometimes not until after 
calving. 

It is difficult to detect in the early stages because 
of the normal variation in eye protrusion and contour. 
Defective vision is often the first symptom. In later 
stages the abnormality becames quite marked, 
however, the exophthalmos generally preceding the 
strabismus. The condition is generally progressive 
although it may remain stationary for long periods. 
In a few cases the exophthalmos may appear to 
recede. Fig. 1 shows a severely affected heifer. 





Fic. 1.—A severe case of exophthalmos with strabismus. 


Occurrence in Three Herds 


In one herd of pure Shorthorns there are about 
114 cows and older heifers and of these 13 or II per 
cent. show the disease. Of 84 younger heifers, two 
are affected and of 113 more animals of both sexes 
the condition. Of six stock bulls, a home-bred one 
under a year old, only one calf, affected at birth, has 


showed symptoms but was slaughtered before use. 
None of the parents of the affected animals, so far 
as is known, was affected. The numbers involved 
indicate that the condition in this herd presents a 
problem of some importance. 

The second group of cases occurred on one of the 
Animal Breeding Research Organisation’s own farms. 
They appeared in an experiment in which a pair of 
identical twin bulls, which turned out to be affected, 
had been mated to 15 pairs of identical twin cows. 
Sixteen sets of two offspring were produced and of 
these, two sets (both animals in each case) were 
affected. One of the monozygous pairs producing a 
pair of defective offspring also produced a set of 
normal offspring on a second mating to the same bull. 
The affected animals were all males. 

The identical twin bulls used were three-quarter 
Ayrshire and a quarter Shorthorn. One of the pairs 
of identical twin mothers of defective offspring was 
three-quarters Friesian and a quarter Shorthorn. 
The other pair was said by its breeder to be 
unregistered but pure Friesian. The remaining 13 
pairs of twin mothers all contained Shorthorn blood in 
varying proportions. 

The third group of cases occurred in a recently 
established herd containing both Shorthorns and 
Jerseys. Two Shorthorn steers developed the con- 
dition. Neither of their sires was affected and each 
had left about 15 normal offspring. One of these 
sires had been used at an artificial insemination 
centre and no complaints were received. 

Two other reports of the defect may also be men- 
tioned. In the third herd one of the Jersey bulls 
showed a prominence of the eyes. It was markedly 
less obvious than it was in the two Shorthorns, and, 
according to the veterinarian who examined it, 
would probably pass as normal in some Jersey herds 
where the general degree of prominence of the eyes 
was high. The other reported case, although again 
the symptoms were not marked, occurred in an 
Ayrshire bull at an A.I. Station. He had left many 
offspring but there were no complaints made about 
these to the centre. 


Possible Actiology of the Condition 


Unfortunately conclusive evidence on the mode of 
inheritance could not be obtained from the present 
data. The appearance of the defect in the offspring 
of an affected bull and its occurrence on three farms 
in stock with Shorthorn blood makes it reasonable to 
assume that it is inherited in some way. 
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In the first herd 13 of the 17 animals had a 
common ancestor although far back in the pedigrees. 
In addition, there are in all 34 offspring ffom mating 
of sires which have left defectives to daughters of sires 
which have left defectives. Seven of these animals 
are affected which is not significantly different (at the 
5 per cent. level) from the one in eight expected if 
the condition were recessive. 

If, however, a recessive is involved the gene 
frequency must be quite high since the 17 affected 
animals were sired by seven different bulls. Only 
two of these bulls were very closely related, being 
half brothers and accounting between them for six 
of the affected animals. Thirteen of the dams of 
affected offspring, however, were sired by five of 
these seven bulls and two of the remainder traced 
back rapidly to the common ancestor. 

The second herd also does not exclude the possi- 
bility of a recessive. If it were, however, the gene 
frequency would again have to be quite high in the 
population from which the twins were obtained. The 
proportion of carriers in the mothers would be 


2Pq 


p’ + 2pq 
allele and q is the frequency of the gene causing the 





where p is the frequency of the normal 


defect. A half of that or is the expected 
(1 + q) 

number of recessives which would appear. Four 
out of 32 appeared so that q would be .14. Four of 
the 15 pairs originally bought would, therefore, be 
carriers. If the monozygotic twins may be assumed 
to have been a more or less random sample of the 
dairy cow population in the area of collection, the 
value of q should approximate to the true value for 
that population. ; 

The data are not sufficiently extensive to determine 
the mode of inheritance. Moreover the variable 
degree of the condition suggests that it is capable of 
either genetic or environmental modification and this 
may increase the difficulty of obtaining conclusive 
evidence on. the question. 


Summary 

A description is given of cases of exophthalmos 
with strabismus in three herds, two of Shorthorns 
and one containing Shorthorn blood. The fact that 
the defect has occurred following inbreeding in 
America, and its appearance in the offspring of an 
affected bull, suggest that heredity is involved. 
Pedigree data although not inconsistent with the 
hypothesis of a recessive gene are insufficient to 
establish the part played by heredity. If the defect 
is due to a recessive, however, the gene frequency 
is probably quite high and other breeders should be 
experiencing trouble with it. 


Acknowledgment.—We are indebted to Mr. E. J. 
H. Ford of the A.R.C. Institute of Animal 
Physiology, Babraham, for information on one of the 
herds. 


Reference 
REGAN, W. M., Grecory, P. W., & Meap, S. W. (1944). 
}. Hered. 35. 233-4. 
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Operation for Reposition of the 


Abomasum 
BY 
VINCENT TROUGHT 
Rochester 


Subject. Four-year-old Guernsey cow, calved one 
month, heavy milker, good general condition. 

Symptoms. No appetite, and sudden drop in milk 
yield. 

Clinical Examination. Friday, November 23rd, 
1956. Temperature and pulse normal, respiration 
normal. No smell to the breath, nor signs of aceto- 
naemia in the urine (Rotheras test). Sulkovitch test 
negative for calcium in the urine. No grunt on pinch- 
ing the back (causing crouching) nor on lifting under 
the xiphoid process. Rumenal movement slight. 
Dung light brown, clayey consistency, and foetid. 
The cow was not markedly depressed. 

Tentative Diagnosis. Indigestion, with some pos- 
sible liver dysfunction, either through overeating, or 
connected with the high milk yield. 

Treatment. Dosed with }? lb. Epsom-salts. 

No further information from owner until the follow- 
ing week. 

Re-examination of the Cow. Friday, November 
30th. Condition had deteriorated; anorexia almost 
complete since last examined. Dung very scanty, 
temperature 102.5° F., respiration slightly acceler- 
ated. Depression noticeable. No acetonaemia, 
Sulkovitch test still negative for calcium. No grunt 
on testing for wire. 

Tentative Diagnosis. 
abscess on liver. 

Treatment. Injected 10 c.c. procaine penicillin* 
intramuscularly. 

Clinical Examimation. Saturday, December st. 
Temperature 102.5° F. No change. 

Treatment. Injected 1,000 units oxytetracycline + 
intravenously. 

Clinical Examination 
No improvement. 

Treatment. Injected 1,000 units oxytetracycline 
intravenously. : 

Clinical Examination. Tuesday, December 4th. 
No change, but temperature now 102° F. 

Treatment. It was decided to carry out rumen- 
otomy to confirm the absence of wire (traumatic 
reticulitis), with the object of leaving no stone 
unturned prior to having the cow slaughtered. On 
making the incision, in the sublumbar fossa, the 
abomasum was found between the rumen and the 
left abdominal wall. The abomasum extended 
dorsally to level with the ventral end of the 
laparotomy incision. It was filled with gas and fluid 
and appeared to have no adhesions. 

Displacement of the abomasum was outside the 
operator’s experience, and further advice was sought 
before anything further was done. The laparotomy 


Liver dysfunction, possible 


Monday, December 3rd. 


* Distaquaine Suspension, The Distillers Co. (Bio 
chemicals), Ltd. , 
+ Terramycin. 
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incision was sutured in the usual way. Advice was 
sought on the telephone, and a search through THE 
VETERINARY REcORD led the writer to ask Dr. Marr 
of Sevenoaks and Mr. D. Lawson of Glasgow Uni- 
versity for their experience. 

Clinical Examination. Wednesday, December 5th. 
The animal had not improved; the temperature was 
101° F. Borborygmi were heard on auscultation of 
the left flank in the region of the displaced viscus. 

Treatment. A second veterinary surgeon was called 
in to assist. Under locai anaesthesia a second laparo- 
tomy incision was made in the right flank, opposite 
to the original opening, and the original incision was 
also opened for a second time, using paravertebral 
anaesthesia. 

The operator on the right of the cow passed his 
left hand and arm down to the region of the cow’s 
xiphisternum, within the peritoneal cavity. The 
operator on the left of the cow did the same with his 
right hand, pushing the abomasum in front of his 
hand as far as possible and, on reaching the other 
surgeon’s hand, he placed part of the wall of the 
abomasum in it. The assistant gripped this and 
lifted the viscus outwards and upwards towards the 
beast's right side. This was repeated two or three 
times until no abomasum remained on the left side. 
The cow was then allowed to stand for a few minutes 
and a final examination showed that the abomasum 
had remained to the right of the rumen. Sulpha- 
thiazole* was dusted on to the peritoneum, and the 
two wounds were sutured. 10 c.c. of procaine 
penicillin were injected intramuscularly. 

Subsequent History. The cow began to eat bran 
mash almost immediately and looked considerably 
brighter after four days. She was constipated and 
had to be relieved manually; some blood was passed, 
but after being given liquid paraffin the dung became 
normal. She began to milk after six days. The 
sutures were removed on the eighth day. Advice was 
given to continue a laxative diet and to await further 
events. She has since continued to improve. 

Discussion. Whilst the importance of diagnosis is 
well known, there is some excuse for failing to diag- 
nose this case correctly, prior to laparotomy, owing 
to the rarity of the condition. 

The operator was advised to drain the viscus, before 
attempting reposition, but in this particular case it 
was found to be unnecessary. 

It had been planned to carry out the drainage as 
follows: part of the abomasum was to be taken out 
through the laparotomy wound and a catgut suture 
(purse string) was to be placed round a suitable site; 
the centre of the site was then to be punctured and a 
Neilson catheter inserted and suction applied. After 
removing the gas and fluid the catheter was to be 
removed and the purse string suture tied; the ends 
were to be cut off long to assist the right-hand operator 
to locate the abomasum whilst feeling under the 
rumen. At this operation, however, it was found 
difficult to exteriorise the abomasum and had he 
carried out drainage as advised, the risk of peritonitis 
would have been greatly increased. 





* Thiazamide, May & Baker, Ltd. 
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It would be advisable in future cases of this kind 
to make the two laparotomy incisions as near to the 
anterior border of the sublumbar fossa as possible, 
so that the reach of the operators into the peritonea! 
cavity of the cow can be made as extensive as possible; 
it would also make the abomasum more accessibl 
before reposition in cases where drainage was needed 


Acknowledgments.—The author is very grateful to 
Mr. D. G. Lewis for his encouragement and assistance 
at the operation; and also to Dr. Marr and Mr. D. 
Lawson, who gave advice, and described the opera- 
tion from their own experience. 
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THE FIRST MILITARY VETERINARY SURGEON 


We are indebted to Mr. C. J. Robb of Bally- 
nahinch, Co. Down, for the following historical 
note : — 


The first mention in the records of a “‘ veterinary 
surgeon ’’’ to replace the old practice of farriery 
appears on the draft proposals by the Earl of 
Drogheda, a former officer of the 12th Dragoons, for 
his new Irish regiment of horse. It is dated March 
12th, 1757, just two centuries ago, and Lord Drogheda 
proposes that the medical care of the horses be 
entrusted to a “‘ surgeon veterinarian’’ instead of a 
‘‘ farrier ’’ to be trained as ‘‘ in the practice of 
France.’’ In that country riding masters were versed 
in the art of veterinary treatment before the establish- 
ment of the first college devoted to the science at 
Lyons. John Stanley, who was called a ‘‘ horse 
doctor '’ became the veterinary surgeon to the new 
regiment known as the roth Light Dragoons, or 
“* Drogheda’s Light Horse,’’ at Moore Abbey in 
1759. Stanley was thus the first military veterinary 
surgeon as distinct from farrier. In 1795 Lord Moira 
called attention to the poor practice of farriery in 
the British Army, and a letter dated May 24th, 1796, 
directed by the approval of the Duke of York to all 
Colonels of regiments called for a certificate of the 
veterinary college from all persons appointed to look 
after the medical care of regimental horses. Veterinary 
surgeons so appointed had the same pay as a Quarter- 
Master of Cavalry, the sum of 5s. 6d. per diem. It 
was, thus, on the Irish Military Establishment that 
the military veterinary surgeon first appeared 200 
years ago. 


CHESHIRE EWE HAS QUINTUPLETS 


A two-year-old ewe on the farm of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dennis Foden, Sandbach, gave birth to five ewe- 
lambs recently. Neighbouring farmers believe this to 
be a record. 

The ewe, of the Forest Clun breed, and her quin- 
tuplet lambs, are well and strong. According to the 
owners one of the lambs looked rather weak at first, 
but responded well to feeds of cow’s milk laced with 
whisky. 
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In Brief 


MICROBIOLOGY OF THE GUT 


Despite Metchnikoff’s (1910) contentions, Pasteur’s 
(1885) original conception of the gut flora as essentially 
beneficial has proved substantially correct, especially in 
the case of herbivores, and of ruminants in particular. 
For example, because of the activities of its rumen flora, 
the cow is independent of exogenous supplies of B 
vitamins, and this is reflected in the steady content of 
these factors in milk irrespective of their fluctuations 
in the diet (Bechdel, Eckles & Palmer, 1926) ; vitamin 
B,. does not occur at all in the normal diet of the cow. 
Moreover, acetic acid, a product of microbial metabolism 
in the rumen, has been shown to be a precursor of milk 
fat (Popjak, French & Folley, 1951), and cellulose 
digestion, impossible for many other species, also 
depends entirely on microbial production of “ cellulase.” 
Maintenance of the balance and activity of the rumen 
population is thus important, and the practice of feeding 
cud, or dried preparations of rumen contents, to adults 
with rumen dysfunction, and to calves in order to speed 
development of the flora, is increasing in popularity ; 
good results have been reported by Pounden (1952), 
Belen’ki (1953), Dyer, Muhrer & Pfander (1954) and 
Bryant & Small (1956), for example. The microflora 
of the rumen is also of intrinsic nutritional value to the 
host, with the nice balance of bacterial protein of high 
biological value but somewhat low digestibility, and 
protozoal protein which is of lower biological value but 
higher digestibility (Reed, Moir & Underwood, 1949). 
Hence, we may well see micro-organisms in bulk used 
as food supplements (Roberts, L. P., 1953 ; Roberts, 
R. S., 1958). The réle of the rumen flora in the aetiology 
of bloat is not yet fully understood, although in “ frothy” 
bloat the excess gas produced is entrapped in the rumen 
contents which become a spongy mass. Thus, anti- 
foaming or emulsifying agents have been used with 
considerable success in New Zealand, and Sears & Reid 
(1955) give details of suitable preparations and methods 
of application to pasture, in drinking troughs, or to the 
cow direct. 

Undesirable effects of the gut flora are probably most 
apparent in the new-born first acquiring a flora and, to 
a lesser degree, during modification of the existing flora 
at weaning ; this period, of course, represents a severe 
trial for the young animal since physiological, immuno- 
logical and even psychological changes are also involved. 
The special value of antibiotic supplements in the diet 
at this time is now well substantiated, at least one of 
their properties being to minimise the adverse effects 
of the developing gut flora (e.g., Braude, Kon & Porter, 
1958). Lev & Briggs (1956) and Lev, Briggs & Coates 
(1956) have shown a high correlation between the 
presence of lecithinase (a-toxin)—producing Clostri- 
dium welchii type A in the caeca of chicks one and two 
days after hatching and the growth depression seen in 
chicks reared in old, “infected’’ premises (Coates, 
Dickinson, Harrison, Kon, Porter, Cummins & Cuth- 
bertson, 1952). Coates, Davies & Kon (1955) showed 
that the weight of the gut is significantly decreased, as 
a result of thinning rather than shortening, in chicks 
receiving antibiotics, and this has been found, too, 
in the pig (Taylor & Harrington, 1955). Thus the 
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thickening of the gut wall in chicks showing depression 
of growth may be in response to the establishment of 
an unfavourable flora, and might well reduce the 
efficiency of the gut in absorbing nutrients. Support 
for this thesis may be adduced from further experiments 
of Lev et al. (1956) at different centres ; with chicks 
receiving penicillin in the diet either Cl. welchit was 
eliminated, or the strains isolated no longer produced 
a-toxin. When subcultured in the absence of penicillin, 
however, these strains again became toxigenic. Thus 
the metabolism of components of the gut flora can be 
altered by dietary penicillin, the effect for the host 
being equivalent to elimination of the organisms. This 
work also illustrates the virtue of early administration 
of antibiotic supplements. 

Ingram (1952) and Barnes & Ingram (1955) have 
shown with faecal streptococci in the pig that the gut 
flora of an animal makes an appreciable contribution to 
the spoilage flora of its meat. Pending further study 
there are indications that, if sufficient antibiotic 
is administered, even a single feed shortly before 
slaughter might be effective in eliminating undesirable 
bacteria from the gut, with consequent reduction in the 
incidence of spoilage (Ingram & Barnes, 1955). 


C. A. E. BRIGGS (October, 1956). 
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THE NORTH WALES DIVISION 


The hon. secretary of this Division advises us that 
its Council have agreed unanimously not to hold the 
next meeting, which normally would be due in 
March, in view of the present petrol difficulties. No 
further Divisional meetings will be held until things 
are easier. 
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Model Agreement Between Principals and Assistants, 
with Annotations 


The important subject of formal agreement between principals and assistants 
has been receiving the attention of the Association, and a model form of Agreement, 
prepared in consultation with our solicitors, is published below. It is preceded by 
a detailed explanatory note, in which also we have had the guidance of the 


Association’s legal advisers. 


Explanatory Notes 

LTHOUGH an Assistants Agreement in large 

measure protects the interests of the principal 

of a practice it should not be considered as being 
solely for this purpose. It should be considered as 
a bond for mutual benefit. A properly drawn agree- 
ment protects the interests of an assistant also because 
it helps him to feel secure and content in his work, 
while if difficulties arise and the assistantship has 
to be terminated, a prearranged and unambiguous 
statement of the rights of the parties will smooth 
the parting and avoid disputes. 


Restraint of Practice 

It is often considered, and probably rightly so, 
that from the point of view of the principal, the clause 
dealing with restraint of practice after the termination 
of the assistant’s employment, is the most important 
part of an agreement. 

It is also the part which must be drawn up with 
the greatest care in regard to fairness. On no account 
must the restriction put on an assistant, who has left 
his employer, be wider in point of distance or time or 
content than is reasonably necessary for the protection 
of the principal. If it is held by a court to be 
unreasonably wide, it will not be cut down to what 
is considered reasonable but will be altogether void. 
Opinions vary as to the period of restriction, but 
where the intention at the time of drawing up the 
agreement is that the assistant might well remain in 
the principal’s employment for a substantial time-— 
say two or three years—the period of restraint might 
be of the order of 10 years. But this might well be 
considered by a court to be, excessive if the employ- 
ment was in fact for a few months only, for it must 
always be borne in mind that the law perniits a 
restraint of this nature only in so far as it is reason- 
ably necessary to protect the goodwill of the employer 
in the particular case in question. 

The only safe method is to use a sliding scale of 
years for which the restraint is to last, depending 
on the length of time for which the employment has 
lasted. The maximum period of restraint should 
not in ordinary circumstances exceed five years; even 
in very unusual circumstances it would be difficult 
to justify more than ro years. The minimum might 
be two years in a case where the employment had 
lasted for three months or less. In regard to the 
restriction in distance, it is difficult to lay down a 
definite recommendation because it will vary from a 
mile in a city to as much as 15 miles in a sparsely 
populated area, and it will vary in seaside practices 
and in mountainous areas. 


There is a precedent for measuring the area by 
applying a compass to a map and drawing a circle to 
mark the boundary, but this would not do in such 
a case as a town on the south shore of the Bristol 
Channel, for if the circle included land on the north 
shore it would thereby ban the assistant from an area 
in which he could not possibly harm the principal’s 
goodwill; then the restraining bond would be declared 
wholly void. It is advisable that any distance men- 
tioned should be computed from some readily identifi- 
able spot such as the practice premises, a post office 
or a church, and that this be named in the agreement; 
where there is a branch practice, provision should 
also be made for this, but it should be emphasised 
that the distance must be reasonable and must not 
extend the area of restraint beyond the geographical 
confines of the assistant’s work. 


Provision must also be made for the type of 
practice from which the assistant is to be excluded. 
It would presumably not harm a principal in general 
practice if the assistant took a whole-time research 
or similar post in the same town, but if the bond 
purported to prevent him doing so it would be 
unreasonable and thus wholly void. 


Income Tax 

Where an employer stipulates as a condition of 
the employment that the assistant shall reside in a 
particular house and the requirement is reasonable 
in relation to the needs of the practice—e.g. because 
the house is situated in a suitable part of the 
practice then if the employer provides the accom- 
modation by making arrangements with the occupier 
of the house or otherwise (t.e. so that the assistant 
does not handle the amount paid in respect of lodging 
himself at all) the assistant is not taxable in respect 
of the value of the lodging. In all other circum- 
stances, however, he would be so taxable and if he 
is provided with board the value of that would in 
any case be taxable. 


Signature of Agreement 

A sixpenny stamp is required on the agreement, 
and an adhesive one will suffice. If an adhesive 
stamp is used, it should be cancelled by one of the 
signatures. It is usual to have two copies of the 
agreement, one for retention by each party, and in 
such event each party would normally keep the part 
signed by the other, and there is no need for him 
to countersign it. If there is only to be one copy, 
it will require the signatures of both parties, but only 
one need cancel the stamp. 
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General 

If a principal should take in a partner, then a 
fresh agreement should be made with the assistant. 
Otherwise, on the death of the original principal, 
or on his retirement, there will be no binding agree- 
ment. The same factor holds good even if there is 
no partner. The death of a principal may leave his 
assistant without protection unless a proper agreement 
exists. 

The model form of agreement is designed to be a 
guide to those wishing to draw up an agreement. 
Both principal and assistant are advised to seek the 
services of a solicitor for completion of the final 
details. 


Minor Matters Outwith Bond 

It is always as well to anticipate difficulties which 
might arise and cause friction at a later date; it is 
easier to have reached agreement on all points at the 
beginning of an assistantship, than to have to discuss 
difficulties at a later stage. It is not always desirable 
to include too many details in a legal document, but 
such matters are even so best settled in writing: it 
is a wise precaution to get the assistant to sign a 
copy of a letter in which the principal sets out what 
he will allow on any matters of detail which are the 
subject of discussion. As an example of the type of 
detail which might be dealt with in this way, experi- 
ence has shown that the use of the principal’s car 
in leisure hours can lead to much misunderstanding 
especially when an advertisement has stated ‘‘ use 
of car in leisure hours.’’ A privilege such as this 
can easily be abused in time through thoughtlessness. 
It would be reasonable for the principal to concede 
that a car may be used in leisure hours for distances 
up to miles, except where the breakdown of 
another car necessitates the use of that car in the 
practice. Use of the car for greater distances should 
be by mutual agreement when the occasion arises. 


Model Form of Agreement 
AN AGREEMENT made the...... MEE aids doscdaietcbtnionny 


on 
FN AE ac ctdnsdcdevdiccsved i ccctncosprsvernninoa in the County 
of bahdebilan ba vuriasesseeness veterinary surgeon (hereinafter called 

‘The Principal "’) of the one part and.............:0000000 
ciguediel of 
ocndeubeabs mahxcucicedeivatbedaskis veterinary surgeon (hereinafter 
called ‘‘ The Assistant’’) of the other part WHEREAS 
the Principal carries on the practice of a veterinary surgeon 
SS Sree ee aforesaid and is desirous 
of obtaining the services therein of a duly qualified person 
as his assistant AND WHEREAS the Assistant is a 
registered veterinary surgeon and is willing to serve the 
Principal as his Assistant upon the terms and conditions 
following. 

NOW IT IS HEREBY AGREED as follows: — 

t. The Principal will employ the Assistant who will 
faithfully and to the best of his skill serve the Principal 
as his Assistant in his said practice from the date hereof 
until such employment shall be determined as hereinafter 
provided. 

2. The Principal will pay the Assistant during the 
continuance of this employment a salary at the rate of 
scndupenneindbesed per annum payable by equal weekly /monthly 
instalments in arrear. . 

3. During the period of his employment hereunder the 
Assistant shall :— 

(a) Observe and conform to all the laws and customs 
relating to veterinary surgeons. 

(b) Fulfil and obey all the lawful directions and 
orders of the Principal from time to time and not at 
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any time except in case of illness or other unavoidable 
cause absent himself from the service of the Principal 
without the Principal’s previous consent. 

(c) Provide his own board and lodging at his own 
expense.* 


Alternatively 
(c) In consequence of his employment by the Principal 
Feside rent free Af........csccccccsccescccscesesees the Principal 


paying all rates taxes and outgoings including the cost 
ef the telephone at the said premises (other than trunk 
or toll calls unconnected with the work of the practice) 
OMG BIO INCINGINE. 00905 kc00sieecccsesesiser Providing always 
that the Assistant shall make good all damage to the 
said premises caused by him his family servants or 
agents (fair wear and tear only excepted) and shall 
maintain the garden in a proper state of cultivation and 
shall on the determination of his employment hereunder 
forthwith give vacant possession of the said premises. 

(d) Keep secret all matters relating to the said 
business from all except the Principal and any other 
person having lawful authority to require disclosure. 

(e) Keep and render to the Principal true and just 
accounts of all professional visits paid and all clients 
attended and all other business done by him for the 
Principal and of all monies he shall receive or pay on 
the Principal’s account and forthwith pay all monies so 
received (whether by fee or gratuity) to the Principal 
without any deductions except such as are authorised 
by the Principal in writing to be made. 

(f) Make no change of residence without the consent 
of the Principal. (Applicable when assistant provides 
own lodging or house.) 

(g) ,Give diligent and faithful service, and devote his 
whole time and attention to the practice under the 
direction of the Principal and not attend any client, 
dispense any medicine or perform any operation or do 
any work for any person other than the Principal and 
not carry on nor be engaged in the practice of veterinary 
surgery nor give professional advice either gratuitously 
or for a reward on his own account. 

The Principal shall procure that both he and the 
Assistant shall be members of the National Veterinary 
Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society or other Defence 
Association and shall effect all such insurances against 
claims as he may think fit and shall indemnify the Assistant 
against all claims which are covered by membership of such 
Society or any such insurance to the extent of the cover 
thercby provided. 

5. The Assistant whether using his own, or the 
Principal's car shall at all times observe the Highway 
Code and report to the Principal without delay any 
accident in which he may become involved: he shall also 
take reasonable steps to ensure that the car is kept in 
running order and in the event of the Assistant using his 
own car with the consent of the Principal he shall be 
responsible for the insurance thereof. 

6. The Assistant shall be entitled to the following 


holidays with pay at, dates to be arranged by the 
Principal : — 
(a) One weekend in every (3) from......... p-m. on 
Saturday until......... a.m. on the following Monday. 
(b) (One) long weekend in each (4) completed 
months of service from......... p-m. on Friday until......... 


am. on the following Tuesday. 

(c) (14) consecutive days holiday in each twelve 
completed months of service and pro rata for any less 
period of service Provided that the Assistant shall not 
be entitled to any holiday under this sub-clause until 
he shall have completed three months of service. 

7. If the Assistant shall at any time during the period 
of his employment hereunder be absent from his duties 
on account of illness or other unavoidable cause for a 
period of more than four weeks consecutively, the Principal 
shall be entitled to determine this agreement forthwith 
and without notice as provided for in Clause 6 hereof. 

8. Either of the parties hereto may determine the 
Assistant’s employment hereunder at any time by giving 
to the other one month’s notice of his desire to determine 
the same. (In the case of a senior Assistant it might be 








* One of the clauses in brackets will need to be deleted 
according to the circumstances. 
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thought desirable to extend the period of notice to three 
months by either party.) 

9g. The Assistant hereby further agrees with the Principal 
(and so that each of the provisions of this Clause shall 
be a separate and severable agreement and enforceable 
independently of any other such provisions) that after 
the termination of this Contract of service by any means 
whatsoever 

(a) The Assistant will not after the termination of 
this Contract for a period of two years if terminated 
after a period of less than six calendar months or if 
the Contract shall continue for any peniod over six 
calendar months then for an additional period of one year 
for each completed three calendar months over and 
above the original period of six calendar months with an 
absolute limit of five years and within the area com- 
prised within a radius of............ miles from premises 
EE Bs cee gs sai danenapeceieenteninbnuaed aforesaid directly or 
indirectly set up in practice as or carry on the business 
or profession of a veterinary surgeon either on his own 
account or as Assistant locum tenens or deputy of any 
other veterinary surgeon.* 

(b) The Assistant will not at any time during the 
period aforesaid professionally advise any person who 
has during the subsistence of this Contract been a client 
of the Principal and who shall at the time of his so 
advising be ordinarily resident within the area aforesaid 
or advise any member of the household of any such 
person or endeavour directly or indirectly to prevent any 
such person from employing the Principal in the way 
of his profession or practice or attend prescribe for or 
treat any animal belonging to any such person aforesaid. 

(c) The Assistant will not at any time during the 
period aforesaid directly or indirectly make use to his 
own advantage or that of any other veterinary surgeon 
and to the detriment of the business or practice of the 
Principal or the goodwill thereof of any knowledge 
acquired by him during the subsistence of this Contract 
of service of the clients of the Principal or their animals 
or of any matters relating to or associated with such 
clients or animals or any of them. 

(d) The Assistant will not at any time during the 
period aforesaid seek apply for accept or hold any part- 
time professional appointment within the area aforesaid 
Provided always that nothing in paragraphs (a) (b) and 
(c) of this clanse shall prevent the Assistant from seeking 
applying for accepting or holding any whole time pro- 
fessional appointment unless either (i) the Principal is 
also an applicant for such appointment (ii) the Principal 
or the Assistant was at any time during Assistant’s 
employment hereunder the holder of a part time appoint- 
ment which is abolished or the value whereof is 
diminished by creation of such whole time appointment. 


10. Nothing herein contained shall entitle on expose the 
Assistant to any of the rights (save so far as may be 
necessary for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of 
salary payable to him he sreunder) or to any of the liabilities 
of a partner nor to constitute in any way the relation of 
partners between the Principal and the Assistant. 

Any and every dispute difference or question which 
shall at any time arise between the Principal and the 
Assistant or their respective representatives touching the 
construction meaning or effect of this Agreement or the 
rights or liabilities of either party hereunder or anything 
in any wise relating hereto shall be referred to Arbitration 
under the Arbitration Act 1950. 


AS WITNESS the hands of the parties hereto the day 
ON OE FIG US WR vescndenscdiecsdncss avoneacaviececs 
WITNESS to the signature of the said...................0.ce000. 
WITNESS to the signature of the said........................00. 

This document requires a 6d. stamp. An adhesive one 
will suffice. t 


* This radius should be the radius of the practice but 
no further and should be from the practice premises or 
if more than one premises from all the premises and the 


word ‘‘ area’ altered to ‘‘ areas’”’ in all cases. 


+t If an adhesive stamp is used, it should be cancelled 
by one of the signatures. 
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In Parliament 


Animal Boarding Establishments Bill 

Mr. Julian Ridsdale moved in the House of 
Commons on February 15th that this Bill be read 
a second time. He outlined the general purpose of 
the Bill which was to make the keeping of boarding 
establishments for animals subject to licence by th 
local authority, and to empower the authority to 
inspect boarding premises, and satisfy themselves of 
their suitability before granting or renewing licences 
It was believed that the Bill would have the effect of 
ensuring proper conditions for boarded animals and 
be complementary to the Pet Animals Act of 1951, 
which regulated conditions in pet shops. 


In the main, speakers in the debate favoured the 
Bill, though one or two members regarded it either 
as unnecessary or as an intrusion upon the liberty 
of the subject. In several speeches, points were made 
regarding the veterinary profession, as follows: — 


Mr. RipspaLe: I have been informed that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons would welcome 
legislation to regulate the provision of accommodation 
for pet animals, provided that due attention is paid 
to the professional responsibilities of veterinary 
surgeons in this matter. I realise that they established 
that principle in the Huddersfield Corporation Act 
last year and I should certainly be prepared very 
carefully to consider their views in Committee. 
Under Clause 2, local authorities are empowered to 
appoint one of their officers, or approve a veterinary 
surgeon or veterinary practitioner, to inspect animal 
boarding establishments in their area at all reasonable 
times, with a view to ascertaining whether an offence 
has been or is being committed. The Clause also 
gives local authorities power to order the closing of 
such premises or part thereof on the advice of a 
veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner in the 
event of an outbreak of infectious diseases. It is 
an offence for the owner wilfully to obstruct or delay 
any person in the exercise of his powers of entry and 
of inspection. Clause 5 is the interpretation Clause 
which lays down, among other things, that animal 
boarding establishments shall include private dwell 
ings which are often used for such purposes. It does 
not include premises or part of the premises of vet- 
erinary surgeons or veterinary practitioners. It does 
not include the premises or part of the premises of 
veterinary surgeons where animals are under treat- 
ment. 

Mr. ANTHONY GREENWOOD (seconding): I under 
stand from my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Don Valley [Mr. 1. Williams], who at one time was 
Minister of Agriculture, the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons has misgivings about some of the pro- 
visions of the Bill. I think there might well be some 
force in the criticisms which it makes. I therefore 
welcomed the conciliatory references in the speech 
of the hon. Member for Harwich and also in his rep] 
to the hon. and gallant Member for Wembley, North 
fWing-Commander Bullus]. I think, however, that 
all these points of criticism are essentially Committec 
points. Some of them are not dissimilar to those wi 
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had to thrash out in the case of the Pet Animals Act, 
1951. I am sure that with reasonably good will on 
all sides they can be cleared up during Committee 
stage to everyone’s satisfaction. 


Mr. HAYMAN (quoting a constituent): ‘‘ Why would 
not the Act apply to veterinary premises where 
animals are kept for treatment for more than 24 
hours? Is this already covered by an existent Act? 
Such premises are often without any but the most 
primitive means for quarantine and isolation and this 
might undo the provisions of Clause 2 (1).”’ 

I think that my constituent probably speaks with 
some knowledge on this point, and, therefore, in 
spite of what the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
may say in criticism of the Bill, perhaps that body 
might comment on this lady’s criticism of this pro- 
vision in the Bill. 


Mr. DouGuty (opposing the Bill): They [the local 
authority] would merely consider a report from a 
veterinary surgeon who had been sent round to 
investigate, and he, in fact, would be the arbiter of 
these questions. 

I am not surprised to hear that the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons is against this Bill. Veterinary 
Surgeons would not like to take on any such work. 

Mr. RipspaLte: The hon. and learned Member 
said that he is not surprised that the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons is against the Bill. It has 
made certain proposals, but it is not against the Bill. 

Mr. Doucuty: I hope that its proposals are such 
as to wreck the Bill. 

Mr. BuRDEN: Eminent members of the veterinary 
profession whom I have consulted generally give the 
Bill a welcome. They consider it a wise precaution 
which is justified in present circumstances. Of course, 
they think—and I have no doubt my hon. and learned 
Friend the Joint Under-Secretary of State will have 
something to say about this—that the 15 quarantine 
kennels which are run by registered veterinary sur- 
geons, and which are inspected, which are open to 
inspection by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, should not be interfered with. I think 
that we who have sponsored this Bill readily accept 
that there are some such small points which require 
further consideration. “There are some difficulties, of 
course. 

Here I can produce evidence which largely destroys 
the argument of my hon. Friend the Member for 
Exeter. I have received a report from my veterinary 
friends that one difficulty is that a great many people, 
because the boarding establishments are not registered, 
and because they are not under supervision, prefer, 
when they go away from home, to ask veterinary 
surgeons to board their animals, because they are 
sure that the animals will be really cared for by the 
veterinary surgeons. 

At the end of the debate the House divided and 
the second reading was agreed by 45 votes to 5. 


Sheep Scab 
Mr. Hurp (February 11th) asked the Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in how many cases 
since 1952 sheep scab has been found in sheep 
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imported into Great Britain; where the sheep came 
from; and if he will require the dipping of sheep 
arriving at British ports, and approve for normal 
farm use the spraying methods which have proved 
effective and more economical than dipping. 


Mr. AMory: From January Ist, 1952, to Decem- 
ber 31st, 1956, sheep scab was found among imported 
sheep at landing places on 47 occasions; 92 animals 
were affected, of which 88 came from Northern 
Ireland and four from the Irish Republic. Imported 
store sheep (except those from the Isle of Man) are 
already required to be dipped in the landing places, 
but these represent only a small proportion of the 
total and I will look into the practicability of requiring 
all sheep to be dipped at the ports. As to the last 
part of the Question I would refer my hon. Friend 
to the reply given to him on January 28th. 


Farm Buildings 


Mr. WILLEY asked the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, whether the committee being set up 
to make recommendations about research into farm 
buildings will examine the question of the establish- 
ment of a Farm Buildings Research Station. 

Mr. Amory: Yes. 


Exports of Ponies (Sea-Transit Conditions) 

Mr. CHAPMAN (February 14th) asked the Minister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (1) whether the 
Dartmoor, and similar, ponies, now being exported to 
Canada from Glasgow and other ports, are examined 
individually by his veterinary officers and rested 
beforehand; and if he will give an assurance that 
none will be exported in an unfit condition; 

(2) whether he will prohibit the export to Canada 
of any pony likely to foal while on board ship; 

(3) whether, in order to avoid the necessity of 
using his statutory powers, he will institute discussions 
with the commercial interests concerned to get 
voluntary agreements to prevent the export of ponies 
via the long Atlantic crossing during the worst winter 
months, to secure separate penning in the ships, and 
to arrange, if possible, shipment from other ports 
than Glasgow in order to save the long overland 
journey beforehand. - 

Str F. Mepiicortt asked the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food if he is satisfied as to the con- 
ditions under which Dartmoor and other ponies are 
exported to Canada; and if he will take all steps 
necessary to ensure that none ‘of these ponies are 
exported unless in a fit condition to undertake the 
journey across the Atlantic. 

Mr. Amory: Discussions have been held with the 
shipping companies, and with their co-operation this 
traffic is being closely supervised. The ponies are 
inspected by veterinary officers who satisfy themselves 
that each pony is fit to travel before it is shipped. 
Any pony likely to foal on board ship would not be 
allowed to travel. My right hon. Friend the Secretary 
of State for Scotland and I are satisfied that the 
steps we have taken should prevent any unnecessary 
suffering by ponies being exported even in winter. 
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Current Literature 


ABSTRACT 


Canicola Fever in Man through Contact with 
Infected Pigs. CocGHLan, Joyce D., Norvat, J., & 
Serer, H. E. (1957). Brit. Med. 7. February 2nd, 
1957. 257-61. 

Though leptospiral infections in man arising from 
contact with infected pigs have been reported from 
different parts of the world no report has previously 
been recorded in Great Britain. A benign human 
leptospirosis following contact with pigs infected with 
Leptospira pomona and L. mitis, has been reported. 
Neither L. pomona nor L. mitis has so far been isolated 
from man or pigs in Great Britain. Two cases of Weil’s 
disease have been reported on the Continent where it 
seemed likely that the patients had contracted the disease 
through slaughtering pigs infected with L. icterohaemor- 
rhagiae. ‘The occurrence of L. icterohaemorrhagiae 
infection in swine in two rat-infested piggeries in the 
south-east of Scotland was reported by Nisbet (1951). 

In South Georgia an extensive outbreak of human 
canicola fever was traced to the human cases having 
bathed in a creek to which dogs, cows and swine had 
access. All three species of animals showed evidence 
of infection with L. canicola. Previously it had been 
generally accepted that dogs were the only natural 
carriers of L. canicola and that infection in man resulted 
directly or indirectly from contact with these animals. 

In some instances of human disease the history would 
seem to leave little doubt that infection was transmitted 
from a dog, but others have been recorded where no 
apparent connection between patient and dog could be 
established and where an alternative source of infection 
seemed probable. Investigations into a number of 
obscure cases of human canicola fever which occurred 
between 1950 and 1955 around the City of Edinburgh 
gave rise to a series of interesting results which point 
to the probable réle of pigs in the transmission of 
canicola infection to. man. 

The first case investigated was of a man employed in 
a piggery who after eight days of feverish illness with 
severe frontal headache was admitted to hospital. Blood 
taken from the patient agglutinated L. canicola to a 
significantly high titre. Blood from four out of five 
other persons living and working on the farm gave 
positive agglutination findings, none of these had a 
history of recent illness. There were three dogs on 
the farm, dark-ground examination of urine from these 
failed to reveal leptospirae. The agglutination titres of 
all three dogs were low. The possibility was then raised 
that the pigs might be harbouring the organisms and 
serving as a reservoir of infection. Blood samples were 
taken at random from 75 of the pigs. In 46 of these, 
positive serological findings indicative of canicola 
infection were found. ‘Twelve sera were tested against 
L. pomona and L. mitis with negative results. Though 
cross-reactions occurred with L. icterohaemorrhagiae the 
titres neyer exceeded those with L. canicola and were 
usually much less. 

These results led to further study on a pig farm where 
a confirmed case of canicola fever had occurred two 
months previously. In four out of nine workers on the 
farm there was serological evidence of previous infection 
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with L. canicola. Blood was obtained from 98 per cent. 
of the pigs taken at random, 40 per cent. of these pigs 
had antibodies present in their sera to a significant 
extent. 


Enquiries were now directed to 10 other piggeries 
and specimens of blood were obtained from 81 workers. 
Serological tests were negative in 21 and positive in 10 
of these workers. 


Though 50 per cent. of the pigs tested on the first 
two farms showed serological evidence of canicola 
infection, none of these animals showed any clinical 
evidence of disease. Specimens of urine from a large 
number of pigs on the first farm showed no leptospirae 
on dark ground illumination and biological tests on 
hamsters were also negative. 


Six pigs whose sera failed to agglutinate L. canicola 
and L. icterohaemorrhagiae were inoculated with a 
hamster-virulent culture of L. canicola. Samples of 
blood were taken at intervals commencing 10 days after 
inoculation, marked serological reactions were obtained. 
Attempts to recover infecting organisms from blood and 
urine were unsuccessful. 


Four out of six pigs newly introduced into an infected 
piggery developed antibodies to L. canicola within three 
to eight weeks. On the 47th day after admission lepto- 
spirae were being excreted in large numbers from their 
urine. A hamster inoculated with the urine died of 
leptospirosis. Pigs inoculated subcutaneously and by 
scarification with infected urine developed antibodies to 
L. canicola within 13 days. The only clinical evidence 
detected was a slight febrile reaction and a temporary 
tendency to be less vigorous. 


From these observations it is concluded that pigs may 
harbour L. canicola without showing any noticeable 
evidence of disease. The organisms are excreted in the 
urine, and infection is passed from pig to pig. Human 
infection may result from contact with infected pigs. 
The incidence of canicola fever in the sample of piggery 
workers examined is high, in contrast to the infectivity 
rate amongst dog owners which it is claimed is recognised 
as being iow. 

G. F. B. 
Reference 
Nisset, D. I. (1951). ¥. Comp. Path. 61. 155. 





THE NATIONAL PIG RECORDS 

Losses among baby pigs have engaged, and con- 
tinue to engage the attention of veterinary research 
workers, and the economic importance of the subject 
is demonstrated in the first (1954-5) of the National 
Pig Records issued by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Among 25,850 litters recorded, whose average size 
was 10.4 in summer and 10.3 in winter, two pigs 
per litter were lost before weaning age. The Records 
suggest that, in terms of money, this represents a 
sum of £250,000. The Records cover only a com- 
paratively small percentage of the total pig population, 
and thus the loss, computed on a national scale, 
clearly runs into millions of pounds, and amply 
justifies all the work being done by veterinary 
scientists to overcome it. 
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The Disciplinary Committee, R.C.V.S. 


Meetings of the Disciplinary Committee were held 
on February 14th at the Royal College, and on 
February 15th at the Royal Pavilion, Brighton. 
There were present (Thursday) Mr. G. N. Gould in 
the Chair, Mr. R. E. Glover, Miss J. O. Joshua, 
Professor J. G. Wright, Captain T. M. Mitchell, and 
Mr. H. M. Wilson. On Friday the same members of 
the Committee were joined by Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. 


Mr. A. L. Bragg 

Mr. Bragg appeared before the Committee on the 
following charge; ‘‘ That he was on the 13th and 
14th September, 1956, convicted in the Petty 
Sessional Division of Broxton in the County of 
Chester of assisting at the fighting of cocks and was 
fined ten pounds and ordered to pay fifteen guineas 
costs.”’ 

Mr. Baylis, of Messrs. Hempsons, presented the 
case for the College. A letter addressed by Mr. Bragg 
to the Registrar was read to the Committee, the sub- 
stance of it being that Mr. Bragg had been asked 
to go to a farm at which he had acted as veterinary 
surgeon for a number of years. Having undertaken 
some professional business there he heard about the 
cock fighting, and was asked to stay and see it. A 
raid had taken place, with subsequent proceedings 
in court. Council for the defendants had described 
the presence of spectators as ‘‘a mere technical 
offence.”’ 

Mr. Bragg, who was not legally represented, 
did not dispute the charge, but felt that he had been 
rather the victim of circumstances. He expressed his 
great regret at what had occurred. The parties then 
withdrew while the Committee deliberated im camera. 
When the parties were readmitted the Chairman 
addressed Mr. Bragg as follows:— 

‘‘Mr. Bragg, the Committee have listened to this 
case with very great concern and with extreme 
displeasure. It is their view that you have brought 
your profession into great disrepute by your con- 
viction at this cock fighting episode. They take 
the view that this is not a case which can be dealt 
with otherwise than by your suspension from 
veterinary practice from the Register of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons for a period of 28 
days. 

‘They ask me to inform you that during that period 
you will not be permitted to practise as a veterinary 
surgeon. The period of suspension will date from the 
last day on which an appeal can be lodged under 
the Rules of the Supreme Court. They also ask me 
to inform you that it is the prime function of a veter- 
inary surgeon to be concerned with the welfare of 
animals and the relief of suffering, and not to be 
concerned with such a cruel sport.”’ 


Mr. P. G. R. Wilson 

Mr. Wilson appeared before the Committee on the 
following charge. 

“‘That he was on the 27th April, 1954, convicted 
at the Petty Sessional Division of the City and County 
of Worcester of being found drunk in The Butts at 


12.20 a.m. He pleaded guilty to the charge and a 
fine of Ios. was imposed. 

“That he was on the roth September, 1954, con- 
victed in the Edinburgh Burgh Court and that on 
8th September, 1956, in Seafield Place, Leith, Edin- 
burgh, he was found in a state of intoxication, and 
incapable of taking care of himself, and not under 
the care or protection of a suitable person; contrary 
to the Licensing (Scotland) Act, 1903, Section 70, 
Sub-section 1. A fine of ros. was imposed upon 
the Respondent.”’ 

Mr. Wilson, who was not legally represented, gave 
evidence on oath. He said that with regard to the 
offence committed in Worcester he had no excuse to 
offer, but with regard to the offence in Edinburgh, he 
had been under medical attention for nervous debility, 
which had been caused by private anxieties. He was 
now employed as an assistant in another part of the 
country, and could call evidence regarding his be- 
haviour. In reply to a question, he said that he had 
recovered from his illness, and no complaints had 
been made against him over a period. The parties 
then withdrew while the Committee deliberated im 
camera. When the parties were readmitted the Chair- 
man addressed Mr. Wilson as follows :— 

‘“‘The Committee find the case proved and they 
find your conduct disgraceful in a professional res- 
pect. They have decided to suspend judgment in this 
particular case for twelve months. At the end of 
that period you will be summoned back here and you 
will be required to produce evidence of your good 
conduct during that period. The Committee have 
asked me to say that you yourself must realise that 
at this early stage in your career you are at a point 
where you must make a decision to avoid such con- 
duct in the future, and they sincerely hope you will 
take this opportunity in the leniency shown you to 
do that.’’ 


Mr. P. G. M. Thompson. 

Mr. Thompson had been summoned before the 
Committee on the following charge : — 

“That he, on the 26th September, 1956, was con- 
victed at the Petty Sessional Division of Stone in the 
County of Stafford that he was in charge of a motor 
car whilst under the influence of drink or drugs to 
such an extent as to be incapable of having proper 
control of the vehicle. He was fined the sum of {roo 
and ordered to pay I5 guineas costs and his driving 
licence was suspended for eight years.’’ 

Mr. Thompson did not appear before the Commit- 
tee, nor was he legally represented. It was stated 
that he had already asked for his name to be removed 
from the Register, but Mr. Baylis, for the Royal 
College, said that the charge could not be answered 
in that manner. After the Committee had deliber 
ated in camera the Chairman said : — 

“‘Mr. Baylis, the Committee have decided in this 
case that the name of Paul Geoffrey Melland Thomp 
son shall be removed from the Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons.”’ 








158 


Mr. James Bhattacharjee. 

The Committee next considered the case of Mr. 
James Bhattacharjee, who had been summoned to 
appear before them on the following charge : — 

“‘That he, on the roth December, 1954, was con- 
victed in the Court of the Special Judge (I)(SIAB 
and DSI Act) Rangoon of nine offences under Sec- 
tion 4(1) (d) and 4(2) of the Suppression of Corrup- 
tion Act, 1948 and Section 109 of the Penal Code of 
the Union of Burma and was sentenced to a total 
of two years rigorous imprisonment.’’ 

Mr. Bhattacharjee did not appear and was not 
represented by counsel or solicitor. The Registrar, 
giving evidence on oath, read a letter from Mr. Bhat- 
tacharjee, explaining that he had not the means to 
undertake the journey to England, nor to be legally 
represented. He would submit his defence in the 
form of an affirmed statement, and should that state- 
ment not reach the Committee in time, he appealed 
to them to postpone their decision. The Registrar 
said that the affirmed statement referred to had not 
yet been received. The Committee agreed to adjourn 
the case until its next meeting, on the condition that 
Mr. Bhattacharjee’s statement must be in the Com- 
mittee’s hands before that time. 


Mr. Herbert Scott-Dunn. 

Mr. Scott-Dunn appeared before the Committee 
at Brighton féllowing allegations that in visiting a 
client to examine a dog, and having received the 
owner’s consent to its destruction, he carried out the 
work negligently. It was alleged also that at this 
visit he was intoxicated, his dress was disarranged, 
and that he swore at one of the complainants. 


Mr. Baylis appeared for the Royal College and 
Mr. Chapman for Mr. Scott-Dunn. 


In the course of his evidence Mr. Scott-Dunn, 
having denied that he was under the influence of 
alcohol, having had none on the morning in question, 
described the steps he took to destroy the dog. It 
had been unusually tenacious of life which had made 
his task more difficult than could have been expected. 
He denied negligence. He was unaware of any dis- 
order in his dress, and had that occurred it would 
have been due to his exertions in cranking his motor 
car with which he had been having trouble. After 
leaving the clients’ house he might have sworn, but 
it would have been to himself. At the time of his 
visit the clients had made no complaint on any of 
the charges now laid against him. 


The Committee having deliberated in camera and 
the parties having been readmitted the Chairman 
said : — 

“Mr. Chapman, the Committee have very care- 
fully considered this case, and I will deal with the 
particular points made by Mr. Baylis (a recital of the 
charges against Mr. Scott-Dunn). In respect of num- 
ber one, that of being on a professional visit under 
the influence of alcohol, the Committee are satisfied 
that Mr. Scott-Dunn is not guilty. In connexion 
with the second charge, that he attended in a condi- 
tion so far as his clothing is concerned which was 
detrimental to the dignity and honour of the pro- 
fession, the Committee again are satisfied that Mr. 
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Scott-Dunn was not guilty, and if in fact the condi- 
tion of his clothing was such, it was probably acci- 
dental. 

‘“‘ In regard to the third point, the Committee are 
satisfied that Mr. Scott-Dunn is not guilty of profes- 
sional misconduct. I should like to say at this stage 
that the Committee do recognise that certain excep 
tional circumstances existed in this particular case 
in which certain orthodox and correct procedure for 
putting a dog to sleep could not have the normal 
effect, and those circumstances led to the lengthen- 
ing of the period of euthanasia. It is regrettable, but 
we can recognise technically why such conditions 
arose. 

“* On the fourth point (that of swearing in a client’s 
presence) the Committee find Mr. Scott-Dunn guilty 
of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect. Have 
you anything to say in mitigation?’’ 

Mr. Chapman then addressed the Committee, who 
afterwards deliberated in camera. 

The parties having been readmitted, the Chairman 
said : — 

** Mr. Scott-Dunn, the Committee have given very 
careful consideration to the mitigating circumstances 
put to the Committee by your counsel. They have 
asked me to remind you that you have been severely 
warned in the past, but the Committee on this occa- 
sion, in view of your age and the exceptional circum- 
stances which they recognise may have existed in this 
case which greatly tried your temper—although no 
excuse exists whatever for the use of the bad 
language on any occasion during your professional 
visit to these ladies—wish you to recognise that this 
is in the nature of a final warning. They trust that 
in the future there will be no possibility of any further 
complaint being made to the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons in respect of your professional conduct.”’ 





CANADIAN VETERINARY DEGREES 


At the January Council meeting of the Royal 
College, an outline of which was published in our 
issue of January 26th, reference was made to the 
recognition of Canadian veterinary degrees. 


Section 13 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, 
of the United Kingdom permits the Council of the 
Royal College to recognise overseas veterinary degrees 
and diplomas as entitling the holder to registration 
in the Commonwealth List of the Register of Vet- 
erinary Surgeons of the United Kingdom, and thereby 
to be, to all intents and purposes, a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. It is necessary 
for the holder of such a recognised degree or diploma 
to attend at the Royal College for the purpose of 
signing the Register in order to effect registration. 
In relation to Canada, the Royal College has hitherto 
recognised only the veterinary degree of the University 
of Toronto, attained after the new five years’ course 
at Ontario Veterinary College; but at the January 
meeting of the Council, this recognition was extended 
to all holders of the veterinary degree of the University 
of Toronto. 
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News and Comment 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NOVEMBER 
CONFERENCE 


This week THE VETERINARY RECORD is published 
in two parts, the second comprising the full proceed- 
ings of the Association’s conference on additives and 
supplements in animal feeding-stuffs. In view of the 
weight of material thus published, part one of the 
journal has been devoted mainly to items of news, 
general articles, and correspondence. 


HOLIDAY EXCHANGES, 1957 

Easter Holidays 

Further details have now been received of the boy 
of 15, first mentioned in THE Recorp for February 
gth, who would like an English boy to visit him 
during the Easter holidays. His home is in St. 
Florentin, Yonne, a small town which has swimming 
and tennis among its attractions, and besides himself 
the family comprises an older and a younger sister. 
As already mentioned, he would like to return the 
visit during the summer holidays. 


Correspondent 
A correspondent is sought for the younger sister 
of the boy mentioned above. She is 12} years old. 


MR. C, J. CLIFFORD 
Mr. Adam Johnston writes : — 

It was with sadness that Mr. T. D. M. Martin and 
myself were present at the funeral of Charles James 
Clifford, formerly Captain in the R.A.V.C. I have 
been a neighbour of his, and found him a most 
worthy representative of that older, and in many 
ways finer, generation than our own. He qualified 
as long ago as 1896, and during the course of his 
career did much good work for the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. He was greatly esteemed in this part of 
Shropshire. 

Our sympathy goes out:to his widow who has lost 
a life partner to whom she was greatly devoted. 


R.A.V.C, VISIT TO FOLKESTONE 


A recent meeting of the R.A.V.C. Division of the 
B.V.A. took place at Folkestone, where members 
were entertained by Pfizer Ltd. Before touring the 
Company’s modern fermentation plant at Sandwich 
and the pharmaceutical processing factory at Folke- 
stone, the meeting heard an address by Mr. R. A. 
Paterson, head of the Company’s veterinary depart- 
ment, on ‘‘ Recent Findings on Equine Lameness.”’ 
The speaker adduced hitherto unpublished evidence 
in support of his conclusion that certain types of 
equine lameness could be caused by the action of 
infectious agents—particularly B. viscosum equi and 
8-haemolytic streptococci. He went on to discuss 
important applications of corticosteroids in the treat- 
ment of arthritis, bursitis, and teno-synovitis in 
equines. 


MR. ROBERT MITCHELL 
R. M. J. writes: — 

Robert Mitchell, after leaving Garnethill School, 
served his apprenticeship as a smith, on parental 
advice, before becoming a student at the Glasgow 
Veterinary College. There he qualified M.R.C.V.S. 
in 1896 and entered the family practice in Cranston- 
hill, established in the 18th century and the oldest 
in Glasgow. Having succeeded his father as prin- 
cipal in 1918, Mr. Mitchell, through devoted skill and 
hard work in his general practice, became widely 
appreciated in the city and in the country around; 
also for many years he was the veterinary surgeon 
for circus and menagerie animals at the Kelvin Hall. 
He retired from practice in 1948, yet continued in 
some consultant work for another five years. In his 
retirement, still a loyal member of the B.V.A., he 
remained in his native city and died there on January 
25th, 1957, aged 84 years. At the private funeral 
service in the Western Necropolis, Maryhill, the pro- 
fession was represented by Messrs. S. G. Abbott, 
Nicol Nicolson, and Robert Mitchell (son). 

Robert Mitchell had on occasion been examiner (in 
materia medica) for the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He will be remembered in the profession 
for several ingenious instruments of his invention and 
making, a few of which are mentioned in the editions 
(by the late Professor J. J. O’Connor) of Dollar’s 
Textbook of Veterinary Surgery. 

Over the years he will be remembered by his many 
old students from different lands with gratitude and 
affection—an excellent practitioner, of original mind 
and inventive ability, yet modest in bearing and kind 
to everyone. 


PERSONAL 
Births 
Benspow.-—On February 12th, 1957, in Nicosia 
Maternity Hospital, to Valerie, wife of Gerard 
Benbow, M.R.C.vV.S., R.A.V.C., a daughter, Fiona 
Valerie. , 


. Brarr.—On February roth, 1957, to Ruth (née 
Maddrell, B.v.SC., M.R.C.V.S.), wife of Dr. Robert 
Blair of 18, Basset Road, Cambore, Cornwall, a 
son, Simon John. 


RayneE.—On February 14th, 1957, to Pamela, wife 
of Philip Rayne, M.R.C.v.s., of 20, Hamilton Road, 
Taunton, Somerset, a son. 


STEWART.—On February 4th, 1957, to Helen (née 
Fenton), wife of David L. Stewart, M.R.c.v.s., of 
19, Aldbourne Avenue, Earley, Reading, Berks., a 
daughter, Harriet Jane. 

TWEEDALE.—On February 15th, 1957, to Ann, wife 
of Lindsay Tweedale, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., in Hythe 
Nursing Home, Kent, a son, John Lindsay. 


Mr. J. C. Alley, Veterinary Officer, Tanganyika, has 
been transferred to Aden Protectorate as Veterinary 
Officer. 
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R.C.V.S, OBITUARY 

We record with regret the death of the following 
member of the profession : — 

BaRRON, William Knight, Chiliswood, Andover 
Road, Newbury, Berks., Major late R.A.V.C. (T.F.). 
Graduated Edinburgh, May 2oth, 1903. Died 
February 13th, 1957, aged 81 years. 


COMING EVENTS 
February 


27th (Wed.). 95th Annual General Meeting of the 
Lancashire Veterinary Association in the University 
Veterinary Hospital, Liverpool, 2 p.m. 
Meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan Division at 
the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, 
Edinburgh, 4.30 p.m. 
Meeting of the Southern Counties Veterinary 
Society at the Red Lion Hotel, Salisbury, 7.30 p.m. 


March 

2nd (Sat.). Meeting of the Scottish Regional Group 
of the A.V.T. & R.Ws. at the University of 
Glasgow Veterinary Hospital, 10.15 a.m. 

6th (Wed.). Annual General Meeting of the A.V.T. 
& R.Ws. Northern Region at the Veterinary Hos- 
pital, Liverpool, 2 p.m. 

7th (Thurs.). General Meeting of the Central Vet- 
erinary Society at the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, N.W.1, 6 p.m. 
Inaugural Meeting of the British Small-Animal 
Veterinary Association in the Main Hall, Royal 
Veterinary College, Camden Town, N.W.1, 3 p.m. 

Sth (Fri.). Annual General Meeting of the South 
Wales Division at the Dolwar Café, Carmarthen, 
2.15 p.m. 

14th (Thurs.). Meeting of the South-East Midlands 
Veterinary Medical Association at Franklin’s Gar- 
dens Hotel, Northampton, 7.30 p.m. 

20th (Wed.). Meeting of the Section of Comparative 
Medicine, Royal Society of Medicine, at the 
Society’s house, 5 p.m. 

28th (Thurs.). Meeting of the British Veterinary 
Poultry Association at the Royal Veterinary Col 
lege, Camden Town, N.W.1, II a.m. 

30th (Sat.). Annual Convention of the Ceylon Vet- 
erinary Association in the Queen’s Hotel, Kandy, 
Ceylon. 

April 

6th (Sat.). Annual Dinner of the B.R.X. Club at the 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, N.W.1, 
6 p.m. 

20th (Sat.). Annual Dinner of the R.V.C. ’52 Club 
at Ye Miller of Mansfield, Goring. 


May 
24th (Fri.). 165th Annual Ball of the Royal Vet- 
erinary Coliege Students’ Union Society at the 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, N.W.1, 
9 p.m. 
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Wednesday, April 10th—Royal (Dick) School of Vet 
erinary Studies 
10.15 a.m. Small-Animals Committee. 
2.15 p.m. Home Appointments Committee. 
4.00 p.m. Farm Live-stock Committee. 


Thursday, April 11th—Royal (Dick) School of Vet 
erinary Studies 
10.00 a.m. Veterinary State Medicine Committec. 


11.30 p.m. Parliamentary and Public Relations 
Committee. 

2.15 p.m. General Purposes and Finance Com 
mittee. 


Friday, April 12th—Royal (Dick) School of Vet 
erinary Studies 
10.15 a.m. Council Meeting. 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE INFECTED PREMISES 

The list given below indicates, first the county in which 
are situated the premises on which disease has been con 
firmed, followed by the postal address and date of outbreak 


Anthrax 

Argyl!. Struan, Moss, Tiree (Feb. 12). 

Ayr. Dunure House, Dunure (Feb. 13). 

Ches. The Gorstella, Kinnerton (Feb. 12). 

Cumberland. Ashley Grove Farm, Egremont; Ridgeval: 
Gardens, Brampton (Feb. 13). 

Ninyoss. Blairfadel Farm, Kelty (Feb. 14). 

Leics. Lodge Farm, Hospital Lane, Blaby (Feb. 8) 
Spring Farm, Fleckney (Feb. 11). 

Oxford. Manor Farm, Hampton Gay (Feb. 12). 

Yorks. Pighouse at Carla Beck, Carleton, Skipton (Feb 
9). 

Fowl Pest 

Ches. Lower Thorns Green Farm, Ashley, Altrincham 
(Feb. 8). 

Lancs. Rose Farm, Freckleton; Edges Farm, Chapel 
Lane, Longton (Feb. 9); 298, Bolton Road, Westhoughton, 
Bolton; Smallwood Hey Farm, Pilling (Feb. 10); Congrega 
tional Trustee Field, Bretherton (Feb. 12); Kew House 
Farm, Southport Road, Scarisbrick (Feb. 13); Copside 
Drumacre Lane, Longton, Preston (Feb. 14). 

Yorks. Lower Thorns Green Farm, Ashley, Altrincham 
(Feb. 8). 

Swine Fever 

Berks. Little Lea Dairy Farm, Three Mile Cross, Reading 
(Feb. 18). 

Bucks. Poyle Farm, Burnham; Birkin Manor, Horton, 
Slough (Feb. 13). : 

Cambs. The Cock Inn, Fen Back, Isleham Fen (Feb. 14) 

Derby. Bellington Farm, Thurlston (Feb. 11); Grange 
Yiew, Dalbury Lees (Feb. 13). 

Devon. Devon Mushroom Farm, Alfington, Ottery St 
Mary (Feb. 11). 

Essex. Piggeries at Pondfield Road, Colchester (Feb. 12) 

Hants. Falklands, Stanford Hill, Bordon (Feb. 14 
Bryony, Upper Green, Lockerley (Feb. 18). 

Lancs. Nook Farm, Nook Lane, Poulton with Fernhead 
Warrington (Feb. 18). 

Lincs. Rockwell, Lincoln Road, Branston (Feb. 13) 

Norfolk. Highfields Farm, Brooke, Norwich (Feb. 14) 

‘ereacs Littleworth, Greens Norton, Towcester (Feb 
14). 
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Oxford. 2, Dame Leys, Watlington, Oxford (Feb. 14). 

Somerset. Crab Hole Farm, Biddisham, Axbridge (Feb. 
13). 

Surrey. Hornhatch Farm, Shalford, Guildford (Feb. 13); 
Oakhill House, Hoone Hill, Frensham, Farnham; Pytchley 
Rise, Cranleigh; Eyhurst Farm, Outwood Lane, Kingswood 
(Feb. 18). 

Wilts. Uitenhage House Farm, Westbury (Feb. 14). 

Yorks. Model Farm, Tofts Lane, Rivelin Bridge, 
Sheffield (Feb. 12); 206, Broom Lane, Rotherham (Feb. 
14); Whitehill Farm, Aldbrough, Hull (Feb. 15); Nether 
Haugh Lodge, Nr. Rotherham (Feb. 18). 





CORRESPONDENCE 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the 
personal opinions of the writer only and their publication does not imply 
endorsement by the B.V.A. 





Methods of Injection 


Sir,—Whilst in agreement with recent correspond- 
ents that intramuscular and intravenous routes of 
injection are essential for the most efficient use of 
certain modern drugs, I cannot agree with Mr. J. M. 
Mitchell that we should not “‘ restrict our injection 
methods to the simplest.’’ The speed, painlessness, 
and use of minimum restraint in giving an injection 
leaves a very favourable impression on our clients. 

Mr. Mitchell’s statement that ‘‘ we should develop 
more variety in our injection techniques in line with 
the medical profession,’ is hardly applicable. My 
impression of the medical profession’s technique is 
not very good, particularly considering their greater 
specialisation. It must be remembered that their 
patients do not usually bite, kick, or scratch, and 
they are rarely harassed by over-anxious owners. 


On reading medical literature it appears to me 
that the hazards of intravenous injection are over- 
emphasised when one compares human veins with 
those of a small dog or cat. To me the human limb 
seems to bristle with enormous veins under a 
relatively hairless and non-pigmented skin. 


I do not restrict my criticism to the medical pro- 
fession, but also to members of my own profession 
who do not take a pride in the perfection of their 
injection technique, and in particular to our vet- 
erinary schools who turn out students with a very 
poor and inadequate knowledge of this subject. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. D. G. BOWEN. 
Park Crescent, 
Stow-on-the-Wold, 
Glos. 


February 10th, 1957. 


Public Relations and the Export of Live Cattle to 
the Continent 
Sir,—Allow me to congratulate Messrs. Kirkwood 
and Meikle on their letter. I have written to the Com- 
mittee expressing my views and would have liked to 
send a copy to THE REcorD to encourage others to 
do likewise; but I have had so many of my letters 
refused that I would not risk it. 
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The resting period suggested for the animals 
sounds greater than it is because animals in a strange 
place do not rest as man does; to suppose they do 
is an error into which, in my view, the welfare 
societies fall. 

Water and a small feed of hay is all that is required 
when transferring animals from rail to sea transport. 
The prime necessity is to get them to their destination 
as soon as possible. Rest at the abattoir is of more 
value than rest at the docks. 

This subject is our business, and it is for the pro- 
fession to show its interest and not allow the charitable 
institutions to try to influence the Committee. I hope 
many experienced members of the profession will 
write the Committee and express their views. Let 
us support the veterinary surgeon who has been 
appointed to the Committee by giving him all the 
advice we can. 

When myxomatosis first spread, the welfare 
societies were bitter against it and prosecuted farmers 
and landowners who introduced infected rabbits on 
to their land. How the matter has changed since 
then: we now realise the benefits derived from this 
infection. 

Yours faithfully, 


G. C. LANCASTER. 
Eastwick House, 
Evesham, 
Worcs. 


February 18th, 1957. 


Anaesthesia and its Application in Small-animal Practice 
Sir,—I was called early last Christmas Day to an 
adult Boxer which had been in a convulsion for about 
two hours. Two short fits had occurred four weeks 
previously when primidone (Mysoline) had been 
prescribed and a virus infection suspected. 

Intravenous pentobarbitone sodium (Sagatal) was 
administered and half the normal dosage produced 
satisfactory anaesthesia. The owner possessed 
hospital experience and was considered competent to 
take care of the patient. Clear instructions were given 
for contact should any,complication arise, and some 
butobarbitone (Soneryl) tablets were left for the owner 
to use should the dog show signs of another convulsion 
when he woke. I anticipated anaesthesia of longer 
duration than normal because of the exhaustion 
following such a long fit. » 

Early on December 27th I found the patient in a 
deep coma and as stiff as a board. The owner 
explained that each time the dog had shown signs of 
recovery from the anaesthetic she had thought he 
was having a fit and had given another tablet. The 
dog was obviously suffering from a_ barbiturate 
intoxication. Ten c.c. bemegride (Megimide) contain- 
ing 25 mg. per c.c. was administered intravenously. 
The patient did not demonstrate any of the expected 
signs of recovery during the injection and it was 
difficult to assess the optimum dose. (The recom- 
mended dose is approximately 0.2 c.c. per Ib. body- 
weight.) The possibility of the convulsion recurring 
following a too rapid action by this barbiturate 
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antagonist was also a worry. Within a very few 
minutes after the injection the dog was sitting up 
apparently aware of its surroundings but being unable 
to rise or stand when supported. By evening the 
animal was behaving normally and eating. 

The routine use of Megimide in dogs following 
anaesthesia with the long-acting barbiturates has 
enabled them to be returned home in a safe condition 
sooner than has been the custom; a great advantage 
where otherwise the patient may have to be kept 
overnight following a minor interference because it 
has sunk into a deeper stage of anaesthesia. Megimide 
has been used successfully during the respiratory 
collapse occasionally associated with the short-acting 
barbiturates. With cats my experience has been that 
Megimide lightens the anaesthesia but that they 
remain in a twilight stage unable to rise or take any 
interest in their surroundings for some hours. 


I thank Messrs. A. G. Nicholas Ltd. for the supply 
of Megimide and their veterinary surgeon, Mr. R. E. 
Ablett, for his advice regarding its veterinary use. 
This drug has been much used in the medical field 
and I anticipate further reports of it from colleagues 
in general practice. 

Yours faithfully, 
CECIL SCHWARTZ. 
United House, 
31, Cardiff Road, 
Luton, 
Beds. 


February 5th, 1957. 


Petrol Rationing 
Sir,—Yonr leading article of February 2nd fully 
supports my letter of January 12th in which I sug- 
gested that press notices and circulars to clients were 
needed to show our true fuel position. 


Sufficient evidence has been produced for me to 
enclose herewith with much pleasure a cheque for 
£3 3s. payable to the V.V.B.F. This same evidence, 
however, does not suggest that all practices have 
followed the example of the “‘ few.’’ 

I have been somewhat criticised because I said, 
we see any animal at any time,’’ but tle five 
words which followed that comment were omitted 
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when the letter was published. May I hasten to ald, 
Sir, that when I said ‘‘ we ’’ I referred to the pro- 
fession and not to the practice to which I belong. 


Several correspondents, chiefly from country prac- 
tices, have thought it unnecessary to see a cat with 
eczema at 10.30 p.m. One wonders how they would 
react if they were in a city practice where a refusal 
wonld result in someone else going to the case? [ 
feel sure that if the wife or daughter of one of Mr. 
Guy Anderson’s best farm clients asked for a noi- 
urgent visit to a cat in the late evening he would 
oblige. Messrs. Brown and McCarthy of Abingdon 
suggest that I manage my clients badly; yet if their 
management of clients is so good, surely there was 
no need for their circular? 

May I take this opportunity to thank all those 
who provided the evidence. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. E. JOHNSON. 
2, Carlton Street, 
Welford Road, 
Leicester. 


February 18th, 1957. 


The Disciplinary Committee, R.C.V.S. 

Sir,—Is it necessary for the lucubrations of the 
Disciplinary Committee of the R.C.V.S. to be flaunted 
in the public press? 

In a profession so small as ours, where everybody 
knows. or knows something of, nearly everybody 
else, it is very painful to see the minor peccadilloes 
of men one has known for years exposed to public 
opprobrium in this somewhat disgusting manner. 
Surely sufficient publicity is obtained by a notice 
in the profession’s own journals? In addition, it 
lowers the whole status of the profession in the public 
regard. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. J. BEESON. 
The Stone House, 
Boughton Monchelsea, 
Maidstone, 
Kent. 


February 18th, 1957. 


Several interesting letters have had to be held over until next week owing to pressure on our space. 





DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1950—GREAT BRITAIN 
Summary of Returns of Confirmed Outbreaks of Scheduled (Notifiable) Diseases 














Period Anthrax Atrophic Rhinitis Foot-and-Mouth Fowl Pest Sheep Scab Swine Fever 

16th to 31st January, 1957... ai 17 — 1 67 — 40 
1956. 100 me ue 24 ca 28 
Corresponding eg? "sing 59 wn 5 45 _ 45 
period in & | ie 9 _ 2 78 _ 68 
Ist to 31st January, 1957 sie soe 32 — 10 125 — 70 
. { 1956 non ne 117 — — 97 — 58 
Corresponding 1955 |... 98 - 5 85 ane 83 
period in 1954 22 =m 2 186 om 129 

















